[Mechanism of severe, immediate reactions to iodinated contrast material].
Immediate reactions to iodinated contrast material are usually supposed to be due to complement activation. Histamine has not been proved responsible for signs. However the results described in the literature are controversial: they have been obtained from non-reacting patients or during minor or moderate reactions. We suggest to study mediator release during unexpected severe reactions and to perform skin tests and IgE measurements in patients with proved liberation of mediators.